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modification – folding up the 72-inch bench/sleeper to lie flat 
against the wall. A freestanding table is easily moved to wherever 
it’s needed to be. The flooring is an Armstrong Linoleum called 
“ToughGuard” – an important item for a trailer that is going to 
have motorized traffic pulling in and out. Heavy-duty D-rings in 
the floor secure your toys. 

While transport is the primary function of  the Toy Hauler, it’s 
worth mentioning that security is another less often thought of  
feature. Normally, once at the campsite, toys are left outside but 
they don’t have to be, particularly if  you are out somewhere with 
your tow vehicle. A couple of  expensive Harley Davidsons is a 
tempting target for a thief. However, a few minutes puts them 
safely back inside the trailer for storage and out of  sight. 

A nice feature on this trailer is the retractable screen wall 
(optional at $580) that allows you to keep the ramp open for light, 
air and a feeling of  inclusion at your campsite. There is also a 
storage rack mounted here at the rear wall of  the bathroom where 
items related to your hobby can be easily stored and accessed. 

The layout of  this trailer is utility-based. The bath and kitchen 
occupy the driver’s side wall of  the trailer, keeping the length 
as uncluttered as possible. This size does accommodate a fixed, 
queen-size bed in the nose with enough space on either side to 
allow for night tables and hanging storage. Even an overhead shelf  
makes use of  the curved trailer nose. (There is also a Murphy Bed 
option if  you need even more floor space). Below the bed is a flip-

up storage space and even a reasonable sized 
pass-through storage with two doors on the 
outside. The kitchen features a three-burner 
cooktop, range hood with light and exhaust 
fan, microwave with turntable above it, and 
large overhead cabinets. The acrylic sink has 
a gooseneck faucet and a hard cover that 
adds to the counter space when in place. 
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Below is more storage space and a spot for the optional 
oven. The two-door, three-way refrigerator is 6.3 
cubic feet in size. Next to it is a tall, deep, pantry with 
adjustable shelves.  

The bathroom is what is surprising in this unit. It’s 
large. The shower is big, with a full surround. The toilet 
doesn’t get in the way of  movement and using it won’t 
require any sideways maneuvers. The corner vanity/
sink has a built-in medicine cabinet and also has enough 
floor space to actually allow two people simultaneous 
access to the facilities. Overhead is a skylight and 
power vent. Bathrooms, as we’ve seen at the RV shows, 
continue to climb higher on buyer’s must-have lists and 
this one – if  you think of  the road grime you’ll need to 
wash off – certainly fits that bill. 

The HVAC and power system on this Sportsmen 
consists of  a 13,500 BTU A/C unit, 30-AMP service, 
20,000 BTU furnace, six-gallon water heater and 
twin 20lb LPG tanks. Insulation throughout the unit is 
listed as R-7, which makes it a three-season trailer. On 
my tester there was a climate package that featured a 
heated, enclosed and insulated underbelly ($428). Since 
many roadtrips start in cold climates and head to say, 
oh, maybe Bike Week in Daytona in February, these 
heated tanks will get you through the chilly states on 
your way south. 

 When it comes to standard comfort features, I found 
the Sportsmen well equipped. This included the K-Z 
Convenience Package (which is a mandatory option) 
that includes items like the Smart Arm Awning (that has 
exterior controls and a wind sensor), magnetic cargo 
doors, an Omni directional HDTV Antenna, a black 
tank flush feature, LED light and battery disconnect 
in the storage area and LED lights in the exterior 
speakers. Speaking of  outside, the awning is 18 feet long 
which will make the outdoor living space shaded and 
comfortable. 

One last note, as these trailers sometimes need to 
get into “rough” campsite locations, I noted that the 
checker plate on the nose will help with stone chips as 
will the covers for both the propane tanks and house 
battery. 

My tow vehicle for this test was the 2018 Toyota 
Tundra. This pickup features the 5.7L i-force V8 
that makes 381hp and 401 lb.ft of  torque. It drives 
a six-speed transmission with a 4.30 rear axle ratio. 
Depending on the cab/bed configuration it can tow up 
to 10,000 lbs; more than adequate for the max weight 
of  7,000lbs on my test trailer. Without an equalizing 
hitch, I experienced just one-inch of  squat, which is very 
good. This trailer hits the towing sweet spot for almost 

every half-ton pickup currently on the market, making it 
that much more desirable.

Toyota’s tow package includes four- and seven-pin 
connectors, a supplemental transmission cooler, trailer 
brake controller, tow-haul mode, a transmission fluid 
temp gauge, and front tow hooks. A relatively new 
feature is the 144-litre fuel tank, a welcome change for 
Tundra. “Tow mirrors” must be ordered separately. W

Howard J. Elmer of  PowerSports Media Services is a Canadian 
automotive journalist, truck witer and RVing specialist.

Specifications
 2019 Sportsmen 240 THLE

GVWR: .......................................7,000 lbs
NCC (net carrying capacity): ......2,290 lbs
Interior Height: ...........................78”
Exterior Height w/A/C: .............10’ 8”
Exterior Length: ..........................26’9”
Exterior Width: ...........................96”
Fresh Water: ................................38 gal (US)
Waste Water: ...............................32 gal
Gray Water: .................................32 gal
LPG: ............................................40 lbs
Tire Size: .....................................14-inch

Base price:  ..................................$26,847

Test unit options
• Aluminum wheels .............................. $377
• Climate package – heated, enclosed underbelly  
.............................................................. $428
• Retractable screen wall ...................... $580
• RVIA Canadian standard charge ...... $292
• Sink Cover ......................................... $51

MSRP with options – as tested ............ $29,725
*prices are quoted in U.S. dollars. Check with 
dealer for current Canadian pricing.

Test unit supplied courtesy of  Camping in Style, 
Brooklin, ON.


